La Paz Icefield 02205, 02224, 02226, 02436,
03632, 04841

Unbrecciated basalt
1226.3, 252.5, 244.1, 59.0, 92.6, 56 g

Figure 1: LAP 02205 as found in the LaPaz Icefield. Scale bar at base of counter is in cm.

Introduction

La Paz Icefield (LAP) 02205 (Fig. 1) and its
paired masses, LAP 02224, 226, 436, LAP
03632, and LAP 04841 (Fig. 2), are an
unbrecciated mare basalt that total ~1930 g.
These meteorites were discovered in the
LaPaz Icefield in the 2002, 2003, and 2004
ANSMET field seasons and their recovery
locations define a linear trend (Fig. 3), which
together with their textural, mineralogical, and
petrologic similarities argue for pairing.
These meteorites represent a unique basaltic

composition not represented in the Apollo
collections, and the first unbrecciated mare
basaltic meteorite from Antarctica.

Petrography
The LAP meteorites all show similar

texture and mineralogy. They are all
medium to coarse-grained subophitic
basalts, with a dominance of pyroxene,
plagioclase and ilmenite (Table 1 and Fig.
4 and 5). Each contains traces of olivine,
spinel, troilite, silica, baddeleyite, and



metal. These LAP meteorites also contaitomposition is similar to the bulk
heterogeneous melt veins and pockets whosmmposition of the rock with only limited
variation.

Figure 2: LAP 02224, 02226, 02436 and 03632 asdduarthe ice (clockwise from upper left).

Figure 3: Relative positions of the LAP lunar bagaineteorites, as discovered in the LaPaz
Icefield.



















































